Letter to Mentor/Advisor

Date

Name

Address

City, State, Zip/Postal Code

Country

Dear Prof./Dr. _____________,

In January of 2009 a multi-site pilot study was published in The New England Journal of Medicine which found that a simple 19-item checklist was able to reduce morbidity and mortality by more than 30 percent. This checklist, the World Health Organization (WHO) Surgical Safety Checklist, was created and tested by a team of international experts, including anaesthetists, operating theatre nurses, surgeons, patients, and other professionals. The Checklist was studied in a multi-center pilot study where facilities ranged from a small district hospital in rural Tanzania to a large academic medical center in the United States. 

As of January 2010, more than 3,500 hospitals representing 120 countries had registered as participating hospitals, indicating that they started to use the Checklist or that they are in the process of introducing it in their operating theatres.  Government bodies throughout the world have also committed to this program, with more than 21 countries mobilizing resources to implement the WHO Surgical Safety Checklist on a national scale.

I/we would like to further discuss the WHO Surgical Safety Checklist with you and learn more about the patient safety initiatives that are currently in use in your operating theatres. Furthermore, we would like to discuss ways in which students can work with you to improve surgical safety at ______ (insert hospital/university name here).

Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to hearing from you. Please feel free to contact me at _________ (e-mail address) or _______ (phone number). 

Sincerely,

_________ (signature)
� We encourage you to modify the tone and content of this letter each time you send it.  For example, such a formal letter should not be sent to an uncle you see frequently and know well, but may be appropriate to send to an academic advisor you are not as familiar with. Please see the Student Improver’s Handbook for more detailed instructions on how best to spread awareness of the WHO Surgical Safety Checklist. 





